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Help control mastitis through regular cleaning 
Clean, dry bedding is a factor in mastitis reduction 

Clean and dry bedding can directly contribute to low somatic cell counts and fewer cases of 
mastitis.  
 
DCC Waterbeds are an inorganic surface. When a cow stands up to get off the bed, the bed 
returns to its rounded shape and moisture runs off, helping the bed dry quickly. Producers 
add a small to moderate amount of top bedding to absorb any excess moisture on the beds. 
 

By quickly scraping the ends of DCC Waterbeds during each milking and adding or 
spreading a small amount of bedding to the scraped areas to help absorb excess moisture, 
our customers are reaching their SCC goals.  
 

Dropping SCC  
“After installing DCC Waterbeds, our cell count 
has trended lower and has been consistently 
right at 100K, or maybe just a little above that. 
Before, it was higher, not a lot higher, but it was 
at 150-200K,” Rick Conrad of Grafton, Ohio. 
 
Low SCC and low mastitis are closely 
correlated. “Out of the 200 cows we are 
milking, we use to have one to three cows that 
we were messing with [due to mastitis] all of the 
time. [Five months after installing DCC Waterbeds,] we have virtually no mastitis. We will go 
months without treating a cow,” said Conrad. 
 

Dry beds mean fewer bacteria 
Mattresses pack. When they get holes or dips in them, the liquid pools around the udder. 
Deep bedding like sawdust and straw retain moisture and manure, absorbing it and 
providing nutrient-rich environments where bacteria can flourish. Liquids and manure can 
soak keep into sand stalls potentially creating bacteria-friendly areas.  
 

“On the DCC Waterbeds, the milk dries off, but on mattresses it pools on the top, so in the 
summertime when the bacteria is doubling every minute, the mattresses really create 
bacteria problems,” said Kalvin Imhoff of Goshen, Indiana. “With DCC Waterbeds, mastitis is 
not one of our enemies any more.” 
 

Keeping mastitis out of sand barns can be difficult when there isn’t time to do all of the 
required maintenance or when the sand is frozen in the winter.  
 
“DCC Waterbeds provide a more consistent and sanitary bedding – sand looks sanitary 
when you look at it, but if you dig down a little it’s another story, you really had to keep on 
top of it. We’ve seen our SCC come down nearly 100,000 with waterbeds,” said Keith 
Schulte of Dorchester, Iowa.  
 
Depending on the composition of the sand, the maintenance requirements, and the season, 
the comfort benefits of sand can be eliminated because of the mastitis risks and costs 
associated with sand bedding.  
 

“You don’t have time to constantly put new sand in the stalls when it’s time to harvest, and 
when sand got dirtier it smelled very bad and caused outbreaks virulent mastitis,” said Rene 
Dutil of St-Anselme, Quebec. “I have none of those problems now. DCC Waterbeds have 
been one of my best investments.” 
 
With a regular routine, DCC Waterbeds are easy to maintain and to keep clean and dry. 
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